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The process which has been taking plece in Bsstorn Burope sinee the yeapr 1945
does not sfem from the internal situation in the Individual sountries tmt is
part of the struggle for world domination earried on by the Russian Commnist
movenent from the very beglmning of ite exictence. So too, the February evants
which took place in 1948 in Czechoslovakiz wers pext of this plan,

The Russiar Corrmnist movement correctly gauges the overwaill tendency of Rure-
pean developrient, which tends to the form of socielism whieh vould retain ths
prineiples of humen rights and & demoeratie wy of life. Hitler was alsoe Mally
avare of this,ard in the ere of proparations and populerity of his movemen: in
Germeny, he made use of the torm and of cortain postulotes of soeialism in order
to seduce public onindon in his country. So too the Cormunist movement makos
use of thie desire for progress which aims at the structural change of soelety
into 2 cocialistie ordor, It tekes possession of the ideologies of soeialism,
democracy, and nationalism, twists and distorts them, ond arranges them for its
Inporiallstie uses,

That is why internstionsl Communism tast, first of all, setile with the movenens
which traditionally represents the ideas of socialisn and democracy and prsservag
ail the values of permesnent European culture and vhieh does 2ot vearn for world
derinetion but for the just grrangement of lmman soclety, This is the only wegr
in which we can interpret the fact that the primary attack of the Commmisiz iz
directed against social demoeracy and the labor moverient and not zgaingt ecapitale
igm, Faseiam, ete,

That is why, in the strugsle going on in Czechoslovakia, Ozechoslovak Social
Democracy has become the prime vietim, As far back as 1945, in Mesecw, and aven
during the var, a earefully considered decision concerning =uch tactics we

taken. This is very ovident from the fact that personelities who were not demo-
crats and who had never been people of consequence in the Soeial Demosrat movement
were precented as leaders to the Social Demoorais at home., These people had only
one prevogative: they had bound themeelves to use the Czechoslovak Szeigl Derge
eratle party =g the central camp in which to gather those who were ailergie to
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Commmmmism, This is confirmad by the statement made in Moseow by the former
25X1 that the Social Demo-

cravic party should epable those persons unwilling to ,}oin the Communist perty
te concentrate within its own ranks.,

People of this caliber were the ones who, as early as 1945, delwered up to the
Commniets all the key positions of the party, 1.e. the liguidatien of the Soeial
Demoeratie party in Slovakia, the Trade Unions movemsnt, the cooperative movement,
the Youth organizations, the Workmen's Gymaestic Assoecistion, cooperative banking,
ete. All this ook place contrary o the will of the members,and ac soon as the
realization of this treachery penetrated, it led to the Brno conferencs and to

the defeet there| | 25X1

In February, the duly clected Social Democratic party orgens carrisd a resclubion
. in which they did not agree with the course taken by the Comrmmist party and as

a direct result of this the Communist party decided to supplant the foremost

nembers of the Soeial Democratic party with the defeated traitors, using the

police and their armed party guards to enforee their will, From this moment,

after violence came to the fore, deeisions of the superimposed perty orgens could

not be congidered velid, This is confirmed by the faect that the deeision to

nerge with the Cormumist perly was respected end obeyed by only 20 percent of

the members, many of vhom ecomplied under terror.

Today the Provisional Executive Cormittea of the Soclal Degoeratic party in
Czechoglovakia speaks in behalf of the 80 percent of the members who did not
bow %o the dietates of the imposters.

It is evident that the Czechoslovak Soeial Demceratic party did not disappear

from the nationsl end infernaotionsl politieal Pleld either as an orgenized whole

or 28 a great ereative foree of &4 new social order. The gpiritual fulfillments,

1.,s., democratic soclalism enriched by| [25X1
remaing unrealized and that is why the presuppositlon of the contimued 1ife of

the party as en instrunment for the attainment of tiése 1deals has not vanished.

The party continues to be part of the great world movemsnt of democratic c-ocu.aii.:a.ﬂn1
whose 1deals it has never deserted,

In this phase of the struggle, which the Czechoslovak Social Democratis party
hag waged for seventy years, 1t now takes this stands

The party rightly considers its members to be the flower of the fighters for
soclalism and democracy. That is why the fight for the fingl realization of a
demoeratic as well as a soeialistiec society will contimue unwaveringly; obstacles
will be overcome; the enery will be routed. Tho great army of faithful followers
of demoeracy and soclalism, humanity, FBuropean culture and freedom cammot be
pernenently set aside by any force whatsoever and will Dinally be vietorious.

e are not alone in ocur struggle., At home the overwhelming majority of the peopls
zre filled with the same determination 2 weare, and the present viclenece, wany
and slavery only tend to rultiply our renks. When the crucial moment srrives,
this foree will be decigive and we cen rightly depend upon it,

There are strong forces in the world aiming towards the sams goal and in numerous
and nighty states they have reached a leading position by the decision of the.
majority.

We foresee our natlonal security in the great organization of a Unlted States of
Europs. The creation of & bloe of individual stetes necesgerily leads to econemic
conflict and finally to politiecal emmity end way. That is why today we are direci-
ing our efforts towvard the eveation of a great family of Europesn nations led by

the idea of economic¢ ccoperation, organized in a large demoeratic unit, fresd from
rutual distrust in the hope that the natural evolution will lsad to a socialistie

society.
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In the event| [places its valuable experience and capabilities
at the disposel of the new entity, we firmly believe that 1% is poseible to
organize Europe into & unified politiekl and economic whole, preserving meen-
while the eultural values of the individusl netions.

Only such an entity will be capable of gtmrantee:ing thet the United States will
not be foreed to send its best sons to die in Europe to preserve the humen
ideals every twenty years.

e recognize the Zaciy that the current post-February state of affairs disgraced
the idea.of socialism in the eyes of our people, llany of them will live in fear
and terror of it, However, that ismnot the fault of sociellsm but the resuld of
its almse and ‘he planned confuscion of conceptions. Soeciclism is not toteli-
tarlenism, nor viclence, nor want, nor slave labor; hor hate and fear; it is not
cultural decandence. The opposite 1s taue, That is why todasy, as owr chief
endeavour, we are directing our efforts to proving that the current stote of
affairs has very little in common with sogiaeliem,

Our road to socialism is demoeracy, our means parliamentarien.  To carry out

our ideas we do not wish to use the machinowguns of totaliteriapism end dictator-
ship but the patient means of discussion and arpumentation and the will of the
mjority of the people. Thet is why we shall sbek our political allies among the
progressive seetions of the nation, wvhose forces must not remain chattered. lle
shall attempt an organie unit of socialiem end in this we are depending en the
politienl wisdom of our people, .

Even today we are plamning our course in the above-mentioned direction at home
and abroad, <imltanccusly we arnounce that the leadership of the perty is hewe

"2t hone, that all fundamental decisions on tactica and activity will be direcied

fron the home front and thet our representaticn abroed, where cireumstances
pernit frecdon of expression, is an organic part of the Czechoslovak Sceial
Demoeratic mevenent. We chall igeue directives to this representation of ours,
receive its reports and suggestlonsg, and confer with it on future action.

Within the sphere of soeislism, in the oconomie field, we remain of the opinion
that when the evolution of the socizlistie society is complete, all means of
production shouid be in the hands of the publie, in one form or ancther. The
time when it shall teke place in thé individual sectors must be decided, accord-
ing o our conviction, only on the basis of the productive capacity of each
particular branch and never on the basis of sheer politieal strength or by
virtue of might. ’

Democratic socialism has sa the ultimate mesns for this deeision a parliament duly
elected necording to demoecratie principles. The motives which will lead us in

the future in carrying out the program of socialization will be in harmony with
the will of the majority of the peopls, its freedom, and its humanity,

Ve are conscious of the faet thet the most qiffieult problem of soecizlism is
the agriculiural question, This is a sphere of preduction which is closely
joined o the personality of *the landowmer and to his individual capabilities,
Thie is the place for patience, competition with a better and proved emumple.
However, the rezctionaries must not abuse the farmer's desire for his own
proparty, and ve shall endeavour to arrange matters in buch a way thet the
farmer will becone the socialist's friend and that his olemental individuelism
will e evaluated for the benefit of the whole,

One of our basie prineiples is respeet for the individual and his form of
expression in the field of art, but also elsewhere in produetion. However,
individualisn must never become an instrument egainst general progress.

Fron the viewpoint of the nation, in the stormy evenis to come, the center
of setivity is the home front, ‘
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A In contrast to the First and Second World War situations, our enemy is not
the foreigner vho must be defected abroad. In this conflict our enemy is
Just as much the reactlonary effort in Faeceism
as the| The
next world upheevel mist solve, first of ell, the social problem of Eurcpe
and consequently also that of the rest of the world, In the future, perhaps
the very near future, the problem will be to concentrate in each nation tho

_— greatest forces of progress, frecdom, and democracy. That is slso our problem,
and in it ve perceive our historieal miession first of all at home ae well as
abroad, Therefore, all our sotivity will aim at the creation of a mighty
prograssive and demoeratic forece whieh will be eapable of winning the fight
and later of conducting the affairs of stcte.

25X1

We would like to have the members of the Czoehoslovak ideas. Cur intent is not
to insist thai our representatives abroad over-emphasize their party interesis.
On the contrary, we prefer such a solution as will preserve the given direction
(sic). However, we shall never consent to the formation abroad of a politicsl
group, as exemplified in the First and Second Resistance lovements, which would
contain Czechoslovak reactiomaries and which would attempt to direet affairs

of state. Too much is at stake, and we attach too much importanes to the futurs
orderliness and calmness of our netionel life to be willing %o risk a new social
struggle. We openly declars, and we are informing our representatives abroad
accordingly, that those Social Demcerats uho disobsy this directive connot eount
upon our consent or support, nor will they attain any importance at home in the
futurs,

We have gilven most careful consideration to the choice of a8 Jeading parsonality
ebroad. We are aware that the present split is an error. The result of ocur
iop that ths leader of the trend whick we exemplif
25X1 |His is & personality which embodies the|_m_p_"?| 25X1
tradition, is a guarantee of democracy and soeielism and, above all, morally
satisfles the most emeting criteria. | |is also a guarantee 25X1 |
to us that the preparation of our affairs sbroed will go hand in hand with the
evolution at home and that there will be no attempt to organize our future po~
1itieal life on the prineciples of guild or class,

The Provisional Executive Committée
. of the

Czechoslovak Social Democratic Party
~ 1n Prague
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